
Leaving its first love of the Word of 
God was revealed to us as having 

fallen from its origin, which 
was Pentecost. 

The Control Of The Holy Spirit



In plain English, that means this 
church was in danger of being 

taken away from the leading of 
the Holy Spirit, the control 

of the Spirit. 

The Control Of The Holy Spirit



This was exactly what took place after 
Moses led Israel out of Egypt. The way 
of God was to lead them by the cloud 
of fire, prophetic utterance, miracles 
and signs, and God-given wonders. 

The Control Of The Holy Spirit



This was to be accomplished by 'God-
selected', and 'God-ordained', and 

'God-equipped', and 'God-sent' men, 
with the whole camp being 

dominated by a Holy Ghost move. 

The Control Of The Holy Spirit



They rebelled and wanted a set of 
rules and creeds to go by. Then they 
wanted a king. Then they wanted to 
be exactly like the world and went 

into complete apostasy and oblivion. 

The Control Of The Holy Spirit



That is exactly how the first church 
age started, and it will get worse and 

worse, until the Holy Spirit is 
completely rejected and God must 

destroy the people.
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The Control Of The Holy Spirit



But see what was happening back 
there. That false vine was getting 

a hold and it was teaching that 
rulership by man was right. 

It Taught A Control Over The People



It taught that the church had to be 
governed. It taught a control over 
the people, but instead of doing it 

God's way, 
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they simply took authority and 
vested all the spiritual power in 
their own hands and came out 

with a holy priesthood standing 
between God and the people. 

It Taught A Control Over The People



They went right back to the old 
Aaronic system. They became 

antichrist for they disposed of His 
mediator-ship and imposed their 

own. God hated that. 

It Taught A Control Over The People



The Ephesians hated that and any 
true believer will hate it too.

We would have to be stone blind 
not to see that same thing at work 

all through the ages
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and right now it is the worst of all. 
What it was, was organization. 

That separated the people. God's 
people are supposed to be one. 
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By ONE Spirit are they ALL baptized 
into one body and EVERYONE is to be 
moved upon by the Holy Ghost and 

EVERYONE is to participate in the 
worship of God. 

It Taught A Control Over The People



But men wanted the preeminence, so 
they took over control, and bishops 

became archbishops, and with 
imposing titles they by-passed the 

Word of God and taught 
their own doctrines. 

It Taught A Control Over The People



They got the people to obey them 
until the time came that their way 

of worship did not in any way at 
all resemble the early days 

after Pentecost. 

It Taught A Control Over The People



These deeds were the beginning of 
apostolic succession. From apostolic 
succession it was one easy and quick 
step to "church membership" as the 

means of saving grace. 

It Taught A Control Over The People



The Word was reduced to a creed. 
Antichrist by his spirit was 
predominating the church.
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It Taught A Control Over The People



And so the terrible persecution of 
official Rome fell upon the true 

believers until Constantine arose 
and granted freedom of 

religious worship. 

Taking Over The Control Of The Empire



There seems to be two reasons 
why this freedom was granted. In 

the first place various good 
emperors had not 

allowed persecution, 

Taking Over The Control Of The Empire



but as they passed on, they were 
followed by those who killed 

Christians. It was so senseless that it 
finally came to public heed that the 

Christians ought to be left alone. 

Taking Over The Control Of The Empire



The second and best noted reason 
is that Constantine had a very 
difficult battle ahead of him in 

taking over the control of 
the empire. 

Taking Over The Control Of The Empire



One night in a dream he saw a white 
cross appear before him. He felt that 
this was an omen unto him that if the 

Christians prayed for a victory for 
him, he would win the battle. 

Taking Over The Control Of The Empire



He promised freedom for them in the 
event that he was victorious. He was 

victorious and the freedom of 
worship was granted in the edict of 

Nantes 312 A.D.
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You will recall that I brought out in 
the Ephesian Age that the word, 

Nicolaitane, comes from two Greek 
words: Nikao which means to 

conquer, and Lao which means 
the laity. 

God Ordained, Spirit-Filled, Word Living Men



Nicolaitane means, "to conquer the 
laity". Now why is this such a terrible 
thing? It is terrible because God has 

never placed His church in the hands 
of an elected leadership which moves 

with political mindedness. 

God Ordained, Spirit-Filled, Word Living Men



He has placed His church in the 
care of God-ordained, Spirit-filled, 

Word-living men who lead the 
people through feeding them 

the Word. 
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He has not separated the people into 
classes so that the masses are led by 
a holy priesthood. It is true that the 

leadership must be holy, but then so 
must be the whole congregation. 
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Further, there is no place in the 
Word where priests or ministers or 

such mediate between God and 
the people, 
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nor is there a place where they are 
separated in their worship of the 
Lord. God wants all to love and 

serve Him together. 
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Nicolaitanism destroys those 
precepts and instead separates 

the ministers from the people and 
makes the leaders overlords 

instead of servants.
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Now this doctrine actually started 
as a deed in the first age. It 

appears that the problem lay in 
two words: 'elders' (presbyters) 

and 'overseers' (bishops). 
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Though Scripture shows that there 
are several elders in each church, 

some began (Ignatius among them) to 
teach that the idea of a bishop was 

one of preeminence or authority and 
control over the elders.
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Now the truth of the matter is the 
word 'elder' signifies who the 

person is, while the word 'bishop' 
signifies the office of 

the same man. 
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The elder is the man. Bishop is the 
office of the man. 'Elder' always 

has and always will refer simply to 
a man's chronological 

age in the Lord. 
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He is an elder, not because he is 
elected or ordained, etc., but 

because he IS OLDER. He is more 
seasoned, trained, not a novice, 
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reliable because of experience 
and long standing proof of his 

Christian experience.
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But no, the bishops did not stick to 
the epistles of Paul, but rather they 

went to Paul's account of the time he 
called the elders from Ephesus to 

Miletus in Acts 20. 

Bishops Still Claim Power To Control



In verse 17 the record states, "elders" 
were called and then in verse 28 they 

are called overseers (bishops). And 
these bishops, (no doubt political 

minded and anxious for power)

Bishops Still Claim Power To Control



insisted that Paul had given the 
meaning that 'overseers' were 
more than the local elder with 

official capacity only in 
his own church. 

Bishops Still Claim Power To Control



To them a bishop was now one 
with extended authority over 

many local leaders. Such a 
concept was neither Scriptural 

nor historical, 
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yet even a man of the stature of 
Polycarp leaned toward such 

organization. Thus, that which 
started as a deed in the first age was 

made a literal doctrine and 
so it is today. 

Bishops Still Claim Power To Control



Bishops still claim power to 
control men and deal with them 

as they desire, placing them 
where they so will in the ministry. 
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This denies the leadership of the Holy 
Ghost Who said, "Separate Me Paul 
and Barnabas for the work where-

unto I have called them" This is anti-
Word and anti-Christ.
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Matthew 20:25-28,
"But Jesus called them unto Him, 

and said, Ye know that the princes 
of the Gentiles exercise dominion 

over them, 
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and they that are great exercise 
authority upon them.

But it shall not be so among you; 
but whosoever will be great among 

you, let him be your minister;
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And whosoever will be chief among 
you, let him be your servant:

Even as the Son of man came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister, and to 

give His life a ransom for many."
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Matthew 23:8-9,
"But be not ye called Rabbi: for One is 

your Master, even Christ; and all ye are 
brethren. And call no man your father 
upon the earth: for One is your Father, 
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It is most worthy of note that the 
very name Thyatira means, 

"Dominating Female." Thus this 
age is characterized by a 

dominant force, 

A Dominating Force



a force that ruthlessly invades all, 
conquers all and despotically 

controls. Now a dominating female is 
the greatest curse in the world.
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A Dominating Force



"I suffer not a woman to teach or to 
USURP authority."

From the Garden of Eden onward, 
woman has constantly and 

successfully tried to take control 
over the man, 

Successfully Tried To Take Control Over The Man



and right today it is a woman's world 
with the goddess of America being a 

naked female. As the female idol 
falling out of the skies (remember her 

arms were iron bars)

Successfully Tried To Take Control Over The Man



characterized the first or Ephesian 
Age, so her power has grown until she 

has gained absolute authority, such 
authority being usurped by her iron 

disposition.
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Successfully Tried To Take Control Over The Man



In verse 17, it emphatically shows 
that she will gain absolute control 
of the commerce of the earth, for 

no man can buy or sell 
apart from her. 

Control The Commerce Of The Earth



This is borne out in Revelation 18:9-
17 which shows her involvement with 

kings, princes, merchants, all of 
whom have to do with Rome 

and commerce.
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Now let us read Revelation 13:1-4, 
and compare this with Revelation 

12:1-5.
Revelation 13:1-4,

"And I stood upon the sand of the sea, 
and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, 



having seven heads and ten horns, and 
upon his horns ten crowns, and upon 

his heads the name of blasphemy.
And the beast which I saw was like 

unto a leopard, 



and his feet were as the feet of a 
bear, and his mouth as the mouth 
of a lion; and the dragon gave him 

his power, and his seat and 
great authority.



And I saw one of his heads as it were 
wounded to death; and his deadly 

wound was healed: and all the world 
wondered after the beast.

And they worshipped the dragon which 
gave power unto the beast:



and they worshipped the beast, 
saying, Who is like unto the beast? Who 

is able to make war with him?"
Revelation 12:1-5,

"And there appeared a great 
wonder in heaven; 



a woman clothed with the sun, and the 
moon under her feet, and upon her 

head a crown of twelve stars:
And she being with child cried, 
travailing in birth, and pained 

to be delivered.



And there appeared another 
wonder in heaven; and behold a 
great red dragon, having seven 
heads and ten horns, and seven 

crowns upon his heads.



And his tail drew the third part of 
the stars of heaven, and it cast 

them to the earth: and the dragon 
stood before the woman which was 

ready to be delivered, 



for to devour her child as soon as it 
was born. And she brought forth a man 
child, who was to rule all nations with 
a rod of iron: and her child was caught 

up unto God, and to His throne
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